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Analgesics (Abrams chap 5-7)
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Nervous System
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Pain Theory
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Opioid agonists 
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Agonist Prototype:  Morphine
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Dose and Administration
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Other Uses - opioids
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Use in Children
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Use in Older Adults
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Cancer Pain Relief

� Main concern is client comfort, not 
preventing drug addiction

� Effective treatment requires pain be 
relieved and prevent recurrence

� Give around-the-clock schedule (ATC)
� Oral, rectal and transdermal routes 

preferred
� Adjunct drugs may be given in addition to 

opioids

Major Adverse Effects
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Opioid Antagonists
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Non-narcotic analgesics
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Analgesics

Agent Antipyretic Anti-
inflammatory

Analgesic

acetaminophen X X

aspirin X X X

NSAIDS X X X
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COX-1 and COX-2
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Contrast ASA and other NSAIDs
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Indications for Use
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Major Adverse and Toxic Effects
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Contraindications
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Acetaminophen
(APAP)
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Major Adverse and Toxic Effects
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Nursing Implications
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Gout and Hyperuricemia
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Uric Acid Formation 

Migraine
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